IRAN SEEKS CLOSER TIES WITH LITHUANIA. Iranian Ambassador to Lithuania Rez Astaneparast held 
talks with Lithuanian Prime Minister Adolfas Slezevicius on 14 June. Astaneparast invited Slezevicius to pay an 
official visit to Iran and urged the opening of a diplomatic mission in his or a neighboring country. Trade 
between the two countries totaled a little more than $500,000 in 1994 but is expected to increase. Astaneparast 
mentioned the possibility of Iran's participation in the construction of the oil terminal at Butinge and subsequent 


sales of Iranian oil to Lithuania. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc 


KOZYREV: RUSSIANS IN BALTICS STILL SUFFER DISCRIMINATION. On 13 June, Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev told Max van der Stoel, the OSCE High Commissioner on National 
Minorities, that Russia remains concerned with discrimination against ethnic Russians in the Baltic states. In a 
related move, the Russian parliament announced the formation of a Council of Compatriots, an advisory body to 
the Russian parliament which will monitor the problems of ethnic Russians living in the former Soviet 


republics. -- Scott Parrish, OMRI, Inc. 


LITHUANIAN AMBASSADOR TO USA AND CANADA PRESENTED CREDENTIALS TO 
CANADIAN GOVENOR-GENERAL 

VILNIUS, June 15, ELTA - Lithuanian ambassador to the USA and Canada Alfonsas Eidintas presented his 
credentials to the Canadian govenor-general and chief army commander Romeo Le Blanc. Eidintas was 
appointed Lithuanian ambassador to Canada by the Lithuanian President Algirdas Brazauskas' decree on June 2, 


but he will continue to reside in Washington. 


During the solemn ceremony ambassador Eidintas expressed thanks for aid to Lithuania and noted that 
Lithuanian people considered Canada as being one of "the most friendly countries". Canadian govenor-general 


Le Blanc noted that his country had never recognized Lithuania's annexation and occupation by Moscow. 


Canada has allotted over 7 million Canadian dollars for implementation of administration reforms in Lithuania, 
improving health-care, agriculture and other spheres in Lithuania. Ambassador Eidintas visited the Canadian 


Foreign Ministry and discussed with its officials the possibility of establishing a Lithuanian embassy in that 


country. 
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